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Our	  approach	  
•  Using	  data	  from	  post	  electoral	  surveys:	  

–  Examine	  the	  general	  feeling	  of	  trust/distrust	  in	  the	  
representa4ve	  democra4c	  regime	  system	  	  

–  Understand	  the	  match/mismatch	  between	  supply	  and	  demand	  
in	  Portuguese	  poli4cs	  (poli4cal	  par4es,	  party	  leaders,	  poli4cal	  
elite	  in	  general)	  

	  
•  De-‐construc4on	  of	  poli4cal	  representa4on	  in	  four	  different	  

evalua4ve	  dimensions:	  
	  1-‐	  Norma4ve	  
	  2-‐	  Affec4ve	  
	  3-‐	  Performance	  
	  4-‐	  Rela4onal	  



Poli4cal	  par4es	  (2002)	  



Poli4cal	  par4es:	  crisis	  of	  poli4cal	  
representa4on	  

•  Ci4zens:	  average	  level	  of	  iden4fica4on	  with	  the	  
exis4ng	  poli4cal	  par4es	  and	  considerable	  
reluctance	  in	  expressing	  their	  specific	  party	  
preferences	  (44%	  of	  favourable	  opinions);	  

•  Ci4zens	  have	  very	  low	  levels	  of	  trust	  in	  poli4cal	  
par4es	  and	  evaluate	  their	  performance	  mostly	  in	  
a	  nega4ve	  way	  (only	  26.5%	  of	  favourable	  
opinions);	  

•  There	  is	  not	  much	  ac4ve	  rela4onship	  between	  
ci4zens	  and	  par4es	  (both	  ways)	  (11%).	  	  



Poli4cal	  elite	  in	  general	  (2002)	  



Poli4cal	  par4es	  over	  4me	  (2002-‐2015)	  


